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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF POLICE
SUMMER SAFETY BULLETIN

Summer is approaching, school is almost out and vacations are being planned. In all the excitement, don’t forget about residential security and the importance of maintaining safety while you are home and away. Here are a few safety tips to keep in mind:
· Secure your vehicles every day and remove any valuables from within your vehicle. 

· Close your garage doors to avoid easy access to your residence.

· Never leave garage door openers visible inside your vehicle. Suspects can easily gain entry into your residence through use of a garage door opener inside an unsecured vehicle. If your garage is equipped with an on and off switch from within your home, turn it off for the night which would make the garage door opener ineffective.

· Lock your doors and windows before you leave your residence.

· If you are working outside your residence, don’t forget someone could enter your home through an unlocked door or window while you are preoccupied. 

· If you have a residential alarm, don’t forget to use it. 

· Leave a light on outside your residence during the nighttime hours. If you do not want to leave lights on for extended periods of time, install motion sensor lights.

· If you are going on vacation, ask a neighbor to park in your driveway or have a house sitter watch your home.  

· While you are away, make your home look lived in. Set timers on lights. 

· Close blinds, shades or curtains when it gets dark. It is easy to see inside a lit residence, especially when it is dark outside. 

· Secure any ladders outside of the home or shed.  Leaving them out and around doors and windows can give someone an advantage to entering your residence via a second floor window. 

· Don’t post your vacation on social media (Facebook, Instagram). 

· If you are going to be away for a long period of time, contact your local Post Office to stop your mail or have a trusted neighbor or family member pick up your mail and/or newspaper. 

· Don’t let a “Package Pirate” take your package. If a package is being delivered to your home while you are away, opt to require a signature for all package deliveries; consider having a family member or trusted neighbor accept the delivery; use the “pick-up at store” option for merchandise or pick-up packages at a local UPS or FedEx location; sign-up for email or text message alerts from UPS or FedEx. 

  *Dial 9-1-1 to report Suspicious Activity*        
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